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A Proclamation About Rosa Parks
Standing up for What’s Right
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Using Exemplars in Your Lessons
Exemplar essays are tools to take abstract descriptions and make them more concrete for students.
One way to use them is to print the clean copies of the essays and allow students to use the rubric
to make notes or even find examples of important elements of an essay - thesis statements,
introductions, evidence, conclusions, transitions, etc. Teachers can also use exemplars to illustrate
what each score point within a trait ‘looks like’ in an authentic student essay. For additional ideas,
please see “25 Ways to Use Exemplar Essays” by visiting the Curriculum Resources page in Help.

Exemplar Essay

A Proclamation About Rosa Parks

Standing up for What’s Right
The fight for equality has changed over the years. It has gone from AfricanAmericans not being able to sit where they want on the bus, to the United Stated
being led by an African-American president. Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr, Harriet
Tubman, Frederick Douglas are all people that fought for equality. In a speech honoring
Rosa Parks on the 100th anniversary of her birthday, President Barack Obama said,
"We celebrate the life of a genuine American hero and remind ourselves that although
the principle of equality has always been self-evident, it has never been self-executing."
Obama meant that America always knew the equality of people was the right thing,
but only people like Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. did anything about it. When
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, she was taking a stand and executing what
she believed in. She ended up creating one of the largest movements in history (the
bus boycott) and fought for equality her whole life. Like Martin Luther king Jr. and
Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks made a difference by speaking up, standing up for what
is right, and helping others. Without these people, what would our world be like today?
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